Isla Fuerte
Reefs
Colombia

Fuerte Island

Innovating to regenerate marine
ecosystems
The Isla Fuerte Reefs project (Isla Fuerte is part of the jurisdiction of Cartagena de Indias) is just 3 hours
from Monteria in the department of Cordoba in Colombia. It aims to restore degraded areas of coral
reefs to generate net biodiversity gains. The project will be financed through investment in biodiversity
credits, derived from the mandatory and voluntary, national and international market.
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The Context
Coral reefs are considered the ecosystems most vulnerable to climate change and local
anthropogenic pressures (Bindoff et al. 2019). Under a business-as-usual scenario, it is
estimated that 90% of reefs will be lost by 2050.
According to the Global Coral Reef Fund 2020, the global investment required for coral
reefs should be at least seven times the current level.
Although restoration projects exist in most coral reef regions, one of the main challenges
is scaling up existing projects in both time and space. Most restoration projects face
financial difficulties.
The Project
Activities to implement

The work we do is made
possible by the support of
companies and individuals who
are aware of the
power and the impact of
their biodiversity investments.
Implementation at the scale
needed to contribute to coral
restoration requires all of
society’s involvement, including
the private sector.

1. Project formulation
2. Baseline establishment and site selection
3. Setting up nursery facilities
4. Nursery monitoring
5. Transplantation of corals to the reef
6. Reef monitoring
The Benefits
Restoration not only has the potential to improve ecosystems’ functions and biodiversity,
but also to reduce their vulnerability to the effects of climate change.
Carefully planned coral reef restoration processes address social, environmental
and economic challenges, generating multiple benefits and supporting sustainable
development and resilience.
At least 10 families will receive additional income from catering activities, diversifying their
economic activities. Community-based regenerative tourism is one of the mainstream
activities.
The reef restoration project will also support and boost food security: the expected
increase in the wealth of associated fauna means less effort will be required to catch
them.
Additionally, the reef restoration project will lead to net biodiversity gains.
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adopt and implement systems to
promote investments in favour of
sustainable development. Alliances,
articulation between sectors, union
and joint action.

For more information on the UN Sustainable Development Goals, please visit: http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/
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